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SERMON. 


1  CORINTHIANS  I.  21. 


For  after  that  in  the  wisdom  of  god,  the  world  by  wisdom  knew 
not  god,  it  pleased  god,  by  the  foolishness  of  preaching,  to  save 
them  that  believe.^ 

The  world  lieth  in  wickedness.  Men  are  sinners. 
In  their  natural  state,  they  are  rebels  against  the  right- 
ful authority  of  Heaven ;  and  consequently,  subject  to 
the  penalty  of  the  divine  law.  To  provide  a  remedy 
for  the  evils,  to  which  rebellious  men  are  thus  sub- 
ject ;  to  produce  in  them  reconciliation  to  God,  and 
save  them  from  the  natural  consequences  of  sin  and 
continued  rebellion,  human  wisdom  has,  in  every  age, 
been  taxed,  and  all  the  resources  of  human  ingenuity 
have  been  exhausted.  Attempts  have  been  made  to 
enlighten  and  reform  the  world  by  education  and 
science,  by  legislation  and  civil  authority,  by  appeals 
to  reason  and  conscience.  But  all  such  attempts, 
without  the  aid  and  concurrent  influence  of  revelation, 
have  failed,  and  must  forever  fail.  The  history  of  the 
world  abundantly  proves  that  all  such  means  are  in- 
adequate to  secure  the  desired  end. 

*  This  discourse  with  a  few  alterations,  adapting  it  to  the  occasion,  was  likewise 
preached  at  the  Installation  of  Rev.  Jonathan  Curtis,  in  Woodstock,  Ct,  Feb.  18, 
1846. 


For  wise  reasons  God,  for  a  long  course  of  time, 
suffered  the  experiment  to  be  repeatedly  made,  that 
men  might  everywhere  see  the  result ;  and  the  result 
has  been,  everywhere  and  in  all  ages,  the  same.  Every- 
where experience  has  taught  the  same  lesson,  that 
"  the  world  by  wisdom  knew  not  God ;"  that  human 
wisdom  and  human  power  could  not  enlighten  and 
save  the  world ;  that  without  the  influence  of  divine 
revelation  and  the  interposition  of  divine  grace,  men 
would  continue  in  error  and  sin ;  and  idolatry  and 
polytheism,  with  all  their  cruelty  and  licentiousness, 
would  continue  to  overspread  the  earth. 

But  after  the  experiment  had  been  made,  long 
enough  and  extensively  enough,  to  establish  and  illus- 
trate the  fact,  that  no  human  contrivance,  nor  wisdom 
of  man,  was  adequate  to  the  exigency  of  the  case  ; 
God  was  pleased  to  declare  his  purposes  of  mercy, 
and  to  make  known  to  man,  the  expedient  which  Infi- 
nite Wisdom  had  devised,  for  reconciling  and  saving 
all  who  would  believe  his  testimony  concerning  his 
Son,  and  receive  him,  as  a  perfect  Mediator,  and  an 
all-sufficient  Saviour.  In  the  language  of  our  text : 
"  After  that  in  the  wisdom  of  God,  the  world  by  wis- 
dow  knew  not  God,  it  pleased  God,  by  the  foolishness 
of  preaching,  to  save  them  that  believe." 

To  develop  and  illustrate  the  doctrine  of  the  text; 
and  thus  to  find  matter  for  practical  improvement,  and 
for  personal  application,  I  shall  pursue  the  following 
plan  of  discourse : 

I.  I  shall  endeavor  to  explain  the  term,  to  save,  as 
used  in  the  text;  and  show  the  nature  and  extent 
of  the  salvation,  purchased  by  Christ  and  revealed  in 
the  gospel. 

II.  I  shall  inquire,  what  the  instrumentality  is,  by 


which  this  salvation  is  applied  to  men ;  as  denoted  by 
the  phrase,  "foolishness  of  preaching." 

III.  I  shall  speak  of  the  wisdom  of  God,  displayed 
in  the  adaptation  of  "preaching"  to  the  reconciliation, 
reformation  and  salvation  of  believers. 

In  conclusion,  I  shall  subjoin  a  few  practical  re- 
marks, with  an  application,  adapted  to  the  occasion. 

I.  I  am  to  attempt  an  explanation  of  the  term,  "  to 
save,"  as  used  in  the  text ;  and  endeavor  to  show  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  salvation,  purchased  by 
Christ  and  revealed  in  the  gospel.  "  To  save,"  in  the 
most  enlarged  sense  of  the  term,  is  to  procure  safety ; 
to  furnish  protection  and  give  security.  It  is  to  deliver 
those,  who  are  in  a  state  of  suffering  or  fearful  appre- 
hension, from  present  and  apprehended  evil.  In  its 
limited  sense,  therefore,  as  used  in  our  text,  where  it 
is  applied  to  sinners,  under  the  bonds  of  iniquity,  and 
exposed  to  the  penalty  of  a  violated  law,  it  denotes  de- 
liverance from  the  guilt  and  condemnation  of  sin; 
from  the  love  and  practice  of  iniquity,  and  from  the 
bitter  fruits,  and  everlasting  consequences,  which  nat- 
urally flow  from  it.  This  salvation  involves,  therefore, 
both  pardon  and  reformation,  both  forgiveness  and  re- 
pentance, both  justification  and  sanctification.  To 
constitute  a  full  salvation,  as  promised  to  believers  in 
the  gospel,  both  these  parts  are  requisite  ;  and  those 
who  separate  what  God  has  thus  joined  together,  fall 
into  error,  hurtful  and  often  fatal  error. 

A  sinner  cannot  be  safe,  till  he  obtains  pardon  for 
his  past  transgressions ;  because  without  pardon  the 
condemning  sentence  of  a  violated  and  unchangea- 
ble law,  must  forever  stand  against  him.  Although, 
he  should  repent,  without  being  justified,  (were  true 
repentance,  without  justifying  faith,  possible,)  he  could 
do  nothing  to  make  atonement  for  his  past  sins.     He 


could  perform  no  works  of  supererogation ;  nor  could 
he  avoid  the  penalty  of  the  law,  and  the  bitter  conse- 
quences of  sins  unpardoned,  and  guilt  uncancelled. 
In  order  to  be  saved,  therefore,  a  sinner  must  not  only 
repent  of  sin,  but  believe  the  gospel :  must  be  justi- 
fied through  faith  in  a  crucified  Redeemer.  And 
for  this  justification  abundant  provision  has  been 
made.  Yes,  Christ,  as  an  all-sufficient  Saviour,  has 
made  an  adequate  atonement  for  the  sins  of  the  whole 
world.  He  "  died  the  just  for  the  unjust."  "  He  bare 
our  sins  in  his  own  body  on  the  tree."  He  "justified 
the  law  and  made  it  honorable ;"  so  that  "  God  can 
now  be  just,  and  the  justifier  of  him  that  believeth  in 
Jesus." 

On  the  other  hand,  were  it  possible  for  an  impeni- 
tent sinner  to  believe,  and  obtain  justification  from  all 
past  transgressions,  he  would  not  be  safe ;  he  could 
not,  indeed,  be  saved,  without  repentance  and  new  obe- 
dience. For  were  he  pardoned  and  justified  to-day,  he 
would  be  hi  transgression  and  under  condemnation 
to-morrow.  Nay,  his  guilt  would  be  increased,  and 
his  condemnation  enhanced,  by  the  very  circumstance 
of  abused  privileges  and  perverted  grace.  There  is, 
it  is  true,  "  no  condemnation  to  them  that  are  in  Christ 
Jesus ;"  but,  then,  it  is  because  "  they  walk  not  after 
the  flesh,  but  after  the  Spirit." 

Accordingly,  this  view  of  salvation  is  often  present- 
ed, and  everywhere  implied,  in  the  statements  of  in- 
spiration on  the  subject.  Our  Saviour  himself  said : 
"  The  Son  of  man  is  come  to  save  his  people  from 
their  sins."  And  the  apostle,  Paul,  in  language  of  the 
same  import  said,  concerning  the  Saviour  :  "  He  gave 
himself  for  us,  that  he  might  redeem  us  from  all  ini- 
quity,  and  purify  unto  himself,  a  peculiar  people,  zeal- 
ous of  good  works." 


Hence  we  may  subjoin,  under  this  head,  (for  the 
importance  of  the  doctrine  will  justify  the  repetition 
of  the  statement,)  that  the  salvation  of  the  gospel  in- 
volves both  pardon  and  justification,  on  the  one  hand  ; 
and  reformation  and  sanctification,  on  the  other ;  and, 
therefore,  requires  in  the  recipient,  both  faith  and  re- 
pentance ;  or  rather,  we  should  say,  these  two  condi- 
tions of  salvation  run  into  each  other ;  and  these  two 
exercises  when  genuine,  always  go  together.  He  that 
believes  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  so  as  to  be  justified 
and  saved,  must  likewise  repent  of  all  his  sins,  and 
turn  unto  God  with  all  his  heart.  So,  also,  he  that 
exercises  genuine  repentance  toward  God,  will  at  the 
same  time  believe  in  Christ,  and  rely  solely  on  his 
merits  and  mediation  for  pardon  and  justification. 

Let  none,  therefore,  hope  for  this  salvation,  till  they 
have  a  faith,  which  works  by  love,  and  produces  re- 
pentance and  new  obedience.  Nor  let  any  be  satis- 
fied with  any  supposed  repentance  or  outward  refor- 
mation ;  unless  they  find  it  connected  with  faith  in 
Christ,  and  reliance  for  justification  on  his  merito- 
rious sufferings  and  mediation. 

II.  As  was  proposed,  I  proceed  to  inquire  what  the 
instrumentality  is,  by  which  the  salvation,  purchas- 
ed by  Christ,  is  applied  to  men,  as  denoted  by  the 
phrase  "foolishness  of  preaching."  The  term  foolish- 
ness may  be  supposed  to  have  been  ironically  adopted 
by  the  apostle,  from  the  language  of  reproach  and  de- 
rision, used  by  those  who  despised  the  apostles,  and 
attempted  to  cast  contempt  on  their  preaching.  Upon 
this  supposition  the  import  of  the  whole  phrase,  with 
which  the  term  stands  connected,  is  the  same,  as  if  the 
apostle  had  said :  "  Notwithstanding  our  preaching 
may  appear  weak  and  contemptible  to  the  proud  and 
self-sufficient  philosophers  of  Greece  ;  and  they  may 
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ridicule  it  as  folly  and  enthusiasm ;  yet  the  wisdom 
of  God  has  chosen  this  simple  expedient ;  this  "  fool- 
ishness of  preaching,"  as  they  call  it,  to  confound  all 
their  boasted  wisdom  ;  to  accomplish  what  human 
science  and  human  skill  could  never  reach  ;  to  bring 
men  to  repentance  ;  and  through  faith  in  Christ  to  re- 
concile them  to  himself;  and  thus  secure  to  all  who 
believe,  everlasting  life  and  eternal  salvation. 

Still  the  inquiry  returns  upon  us  :  "  What  is  this  sim- 
ple expedient  ?"  what  is  implied  in  the  "preaching," 
which  is  so  intimately  connected  with  the  salvation  of 
believers  ?  The  phrase  here,  we  may  answer,  is  evi- 
dently elliptical.  The  term,  "  preaching,"  however,  in 
some  of  its  modifications,  is  so  often  used  in  the  Scrip- 
tures, as  to  furnish  us  with  ample  means  of  supplying 
the  omission,  and  ascertaining  the  true  meaning  of  it, 
as  used  in  our  text.  The  import  evidently  is  the  same 
as  that  of  "  preaching  the  gospel ;"  "  preaching  the 
word  of  God ;"  "  preaching  the  truth,  as  revealed  in 
the  Bible ;"  declaring  "  all  the  counsel  of  God,"  as  it 
stands  recorded  in  the  Scriptures  by  the  pen  of  inspi- 
ration. Nothing  short  of  this  can  come  up  to  the  full 
meaning  of  the  term,  "  preaching,"  as  used  in  our  text ; 
because  nothing  short  of  this  can  produce  the  effect, 
there  ascribed  to  it.  This  alone  is  sufficient  to  make 
men  wise  unto  salvation.  Indeed,  we  are  expressly 
taught  by  an  inspired  apostle,  that  those,  who  are  "born 
again,"  are  born  not  of  corruptible  seed,  but  of  incor- 
ruptible, by  the  word  of  God.  And  our  Saviour  him- 
self has  declared,  that  "  except  a  man  be  born  again, 
he  cannot  see  the  kingdom  of  God."  He  has  taught 
us  likewise,  that  the  work,  begun  in  regeneration,  is 
carried  forward  to  its  completion  by  the  same  instru- 
mentality ;  that  those,  who  are  "  born  again"  by  the 
word  of  God,  are  "  sanctified  through  the  truth." 
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Nothing,  therefore,  can  constitute  the  "preaching," 
with  which  salvation  is  connected ;  but  that  which 
makes  a  full  and  fair  disclosure  of  the  truth,  as  it  is  in 
Jesus ;  of  all  the  doctrines  and  duties,  taught  in  the 
holy  Scriptures ;  of  the  whole  revealed  will  of  God, 
without  disguise,  and  without  partiality.  Should  any 
assume  the  office  and  title  of  preachers  ;  and  yet  keep 
back  part  of  the  truth ;  should  they  omit  the  great 
and  distinguishing  doctrines  of  Christianity,  and  teach 
for  doctrines  the  commandments  of  men ;  or,  in  the 
language  of  Scripture,  "  preach  another  gospel,"  their 
preaching  would  be  in  vain,  or  worse  than  in  vain. 
Such  preaching  certainly  would  not  subserve  the  high 
purpose,  announced  in  our  text.  On  the  contrary  it 
would  lead  men  into  error,  soothe  them  in  their  sins, 
and  fit  them  for  destruction.  No  ;  the  preaching,  by 
which  men  are  saved,  is  the  preaching  of  the  truth, 
of  the  gospel,  of  the  whole  revealed  counsel  of  God, 
without  reserve  and  without  disguise. 

I  add  further ;  a  mere  exhibition  of  the  truth  is  not 
all  that  is  implied  in  the  "  preaching,"  which  goes  to 
constitute  the  instrumentality  of  saving  *  them  that  be- 
lieve." To  accomplish  this  glorious  end  most  effec- 
tually, the  truth  must  be  exhibited  by  the  living  voice  of 
the  preacher,  under  the  influence  of  the  holy  emotions 
and  sanctified  sympathies  of  a  believing  and  renewed 
heart.  A  cold  and  formal  annunciation,  even  of  a 
heavenly  message,  will  not  gain  attention,  much  less 
cordial  belief,  certainly  not  a  practical  regard.  To  reach 
the  heart  of  the  hearer,  the  truth  must  come  from  the 
heart  of  the  preacher.  To  constitute  the  "  preaching," 
which  is  the  instrument  of  salvation,  therefore,  there 
must  not  only  be  a  manifestation  of  the  truth ;  but  that 
manifestation  must  be  so  made,  as  to  reach  the  heart 
and  commend  itself  to  the  conscience  of  every  man  in 
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the  sight  of  God.  It  must  carry  with  it  the  evidence 
of  sincerity ;  it  must  be  the  "  speaking  of  the  truth  in 
love." 

This  is  the  "  preaching,"  indicated  in  our  text.  This 
is  the  "  preaching,"  enjoined  by  our  blessed  Saviour  in 
his  commission  to  his  apostles  and  their  successors  in 
the  ministry  :  "  Go  ye  into  all  the  world,  and  preach 
the  gospel  to  every  creature."  This  is  the  "  preach- 
ing," by  which  the  latter-day  glory  of  the  church  is  to 
be  ushered  in,  as  announced  to  the  beloved  apostle, 
in  the  isle  of  Patmos ;  when  he  saw,  in  prospective 
vision,  "  an  angel,  flying  in  the  midst  of  heaven,  hav- 
ing the  everlasting  gospel,  to  preach  to  them  that  dwell 
on  the  earth,  and  to  every  nation  and  kindred  and  lan- 
guage and  people."  This,  we  may  add,  is  the  "  preach- 
ing," which  must  be  adopted  in  every  age,  and  in  eve- 
ery  place,  in  order  to  save  them  that  believe.  This, 
indeed,  in  a  measure,  is  the  "preaching"  of  every 
"  good  minister  of  Jesus  Christ." 

III.  Thus,  in  accordance  with  the  proposed  plan 
of  discourse,  I  proceed  to  speak  of  the  wisdom  of  God, 
displayed  in  the  adaptation  of  "  preaching"  to  the  re- 
conciliation, reformation  and  salvation  of  "  them  that 
believe." 

We  have  seen,  that  the  salvation  of  a  sinner  implies 
deliverance  from  the  curse  and  condemnation  of  a  vio- 
lated law,  as  well  as  reconciliation  to  its  requirements 
and  submission  to  its  authority ;  deliverance  from  the 
the  guilt  of  past  sins,  as  well  as  from  the  love  and 
practice  of  iniquity.  This  salvation  involves,  as  we 
have  seen,  the  exercise  of  that  faith,  which  justifies 
the  previously  condemned  sinner ;  and  of  that  repen- 
tance, which  leads  to  "  newness  of  life,"  and  holy  obe- 
dience. We  have  seen,  likewise,  that  these  essential 
conditions  of  salvation,  are  produced  by  the  preaching 
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of  the  gospel ;  by  the  manifestation  of  the  truth  to  the 
understanding  and  conscience. 

Still  the  inquiry  may  be  made :  Why  is  preach- 
ing" adapted  to  the  production  of  this  result?  Why 
has  God  chosen  thus  to  carry  out  the  plan  of  salva- 
tion, and  "  save  them  that  believe"  by  an  expedient  so 
simple,  as  to  excite  the  contempt  of  worldly  wisdom 
and  the  disgust  of  human  pride  ?  To  furnish  a  satis- 
factory answer  to  these  inquiries,  it  may  be  sufficient 
for  some,  and  perhaps  it  should  satisfy  all,  to  remark, 
that  such  is  the  will  and  pleasure  of  God ;  that  it  has 
"  pleased"  him  to  constitute  a  connection  between  this 
simple  means  and  that  glorious  end,  to  ordain,  that 
the  principal  instrumentality  of  salvation  should  be 
the  preaching  of  the  gospel.  For  what  pleases  him, 
it  may  be  safely  affirmed,  must  be  wise,  whether  we 
are  able  to  discern  and  comprehend  the  wisdom  of  it, 
or  not ;  and  what  he  has  ordained,  we  may  rest  as- 
sured, is  good,  whether  we  can  discover  the  goodness, 
or  are  obliged  to  leave  it  involved  in  mystery.  Yes ; 
his  pleasure  is  always  a  "  good  pleasure ;"  and  his 
counsels  not  only  "  stand  fast  forever ;"  but  they  are 
adopted  in  wisdom,  and  executed  "  in  truth  and  faith- 
fulness." We  might,  therefore,  at  once  resolve  the 
question  of  the  wisdom  and  goodness  of  this  appoint- 
ment into  the  divine  sovereignty,  the  secret  counsels  of 
Heaven,  the  unrevealed  will  of  God ;  and  leave  the 
subject  without  further  remark  or  illustration.  But 
since  it  is  both  pleasant  and  profitable,  to  trace  the  di- 
vine operations,  whether  in  the  works  of  nature  or  of 
grace,  and  thus  "  vindicate  the  ways  of  God  to  man ;" 
we  may  proceed,  as  far  as  our  limited  vision  extends, 
to  trace  the  connection  between  "  preaching"  and  "  sal- 
vation ;"  and  point  out  the  adaptation  of  the  one  to 
the  production  of  the  other. 
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1.  With  this  view,  I  remark,  as  faith  is  a  necessary 
condition  of  justification,  we  may  see,  that  the  proper 
objects  of  faith  must  be  presented  to  the  understand- 
ing; the  truth  with  its  appropriate  evidence  must  be 
set  before  the  mind,  clearly  explained  and  fully  illus- 
trated. Men  are  rational  beings ;  and  as  such,  they 
should  never  be  required  to  believe  without  evidence, 
nor  expected  to  act  without  motives.  Physical  force 
may,  indeed,  compel  them,  sometimes  to  profess  what 
they  do  not  believe  ;  and  to  act,  in  certain  cases,  with- 
out the  approbation  of  their  own  judgment  and  con- 
science ;  but  it  can  never  give  them  "  the  faith  which 
works  by  love ;"  nor  furnish  them  with  motives  to 
act  freely,  and  from  correct  principles.  To  secure  this, 
the  mind  must  be  enlightened,  the  reason  exercised 
and  the  judgment  deliberately  formed.  The  object  of 
faith,  therefore,  must  be  clearly  and  fully  exhibited  to 
the  mental  eye. 

All  feeling,  all  the  emotions  of  the  heart,  and  even 
the  promptings  of  the  conscience,  without  this,  are 
useless,  or  worse  than  useless ;  for  they  lead  to  wild  fa- 
naticism, slavish  submission,  or  erratic  and  irregular 
action.  We  may  ask,  then,  significantly  and  trium- 
phantly, must  not  the  objects  and  evidences  of  faith 
be  set  before  the  mind,  in  order  to  produce  saving 
faith,  and  secure  the  salvation  of  the  believer?  What 
other  mode  ;  at  least,  what  better  mode  of  doing  this, 
we  may  ask  again,  can  be  found,  than  that  of  "  preach- 
ing," according  to  the  appointment  of  Heaven  ?  If,  in 
the  language  of  inspiration  it  is  affirmed,  that  "  faith 
cometh  by  hearing ;"  we  may  surely  ask,  in  language 
of  the  same  authority,  and  in  a  tone  indicating  the  an- 
swer :  "  but  how  can  they  hear  without  a  preacher  ?" 

It  may,  indeed,  be  admitted,  that  other  modes  of 
presenting  the  truth  to  the  human  mind,  are  auxiliary 
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to  the  preaching  of  the  gospel ;  and  when  used  in  con- 
nection with  it,  may  be  highly  important,  if  not  indis- 
pensable, to  the  success  of  the  most  able  and  faithful 
preacher.  Parental  instruction  and  the  exercises  of 
family  worship,  for  example,  may  do  much  to  enlight- 
en the  minds  of  children,  and  prepare  them  to  receive 
and  obey  the  truth,  as  it  is  in  Jesus.  So,  too,  the  mod- 
ern system  of  Sabbath-school  instruction,  properly  con- 
ducted, can  scarcely  fail  of  aiding  the  preacher  in  his 
work,  and  leading  many  to  a  knowledge  of  the  way  of 
life.  The  solitary  reading  of  the  Scriptures,  I  add  ;  or 
the  diligent  study  of  the  Bible,  seems  necessary,  in  or- 
der to  try  the  works  and  test  the  preaching  of  all  unin- 
spired men  ;  and  to  confirm  the  testimony  of  all,  who 
speak  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  according  to  the 
oracles  of  God.  Nor  are  religious  conversation,  pri- 
vate exhortation,  familiar  Christian  conference  and 
meetings  for  social  prayer,  without  their  use  and  salu- 
tary influence,  in  promoting  the  same  cause,  for  which 
the  preaching  of  the  gospel  was  instituted.  So  im- 
portant, indeed,  are  all  these  means  of  grace,  that  re- 
ligion can  scarcely  exist,  much  less  prosper,  in  a  com- 
munity where  they  are  generally  neglected. 

To  these  admissions,  I  subjoin  the  remark,  that  the 
reading  of  religious  books,  is  often  blessed  to  the  con- 
version of  sinners  and  the  edification  of  saints.  Thus 
it  is  said,  that  "  Baxter  was  converted  by  books  ob- 
tained of  a  pedlar ;  and  Doddridge  by  writings  of 
Baxter;  and  Wilberforce  by  a  work  of  Doddridge;  and 
Leigh  Richmond  by  Wilberforce's  Practical  View ;" 
and  thousands,  we  have  reason  to  believe,  have  re- 
ceived serious  impressions,  which  resulted  in  their  con- 
version and  salvation,  by  reading  "  the  Dairyman's 
Daughter,"  and  other  tracts  of  Leigh  Richmond.  The 
same  might  be  said  of  the  writings  of  Bunyan  and 
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Watts  and  Hannah  Moore  and  many  others,  both  in 
this  country  and  in  Europe. 

Still,  in  all  these  cases,  the  apparent  causes  of  con- 
version probably  depended  on  their  intimate  connec- 
tion with  the  institution  of  preaching.  Probably, 
neither  parental  instruction,  nor  the  Sabbath-school 
recitation,  nor  religious  conversation  and  conference, 
nor  the  reading  of  the  best  uninspired  writings,  nor 
even  the  perusal  of  the  Bible  itself,  would  have  pro- 
duced half  the  influence  ascribed  to  these  agen- 
cies, if  the  truth  had  never  been  presented  to  the 
same  minds  by  the  voice  of  the  living  preacher,  warm 
from  the  heart.  Besides,  if  the  gospel  had  never  been 
preached,  the  religious  instruction  of  parents  and  of  the 
Sabbath-school  would  never  have  been  given ;  nor 
the  religious  conference  and  prayer-meeting  main- 
tained ;  nor  the  Bible  and  other  religious  books  ex- 
tensively published  and  generally  read. 

Experience  and  observation  fully  sustain  this  course 
of  reasoning,  and  forcibly  illustrate  the  doctrine  of  our 
text,  that  "  preaching"  is  the  principal  instrument  of 
salvation.  For  what  is  the  condition,  as  to  morals 
and  even  civilization,  of  those  communities,  where 
the  gospel  is  not  statedly  and  faithfully  preached ; 
and  of  those  families,  which  do  not  attend  on  this  or- 
dinance of  Heaven?  In  places  where  there  is  no 
stated  preaching  of  the  gospel,  what  becomes  of  pa- 
rental instruction,  of  the  Sabbath-school,  of  religious 
reading,  of  the  Sabbath  itself,  and  its  holy  rest  and  sa- 
cred and  sanctifying  influences  ?  What  is  the  mor- 
al and  social  character  of  those  children,  who  are 
never  brought  to  the  sanctuary,  and  whose  parents 
seldom  or  never  attend  on  that  institution,  which 
God  has  appointed,  "  to  save  them  that  believe  ?" 

I  need  not  stop  to  answer  these  questions.     The 
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answer  exists  in  the  mind  of  every  one,  who  has  trav- 
elled a  little  way  from  home,  and  observed,  with  a  lit- 
tle care,  the  state  of  society  in  different  communities ; 
and  the  condition  of  families  deprived  of  the  privi- 
leges connected  with  the  preaching  of  the  gospel. 
They  are  but  half-civilized,  in  the  midst  of  civilization. 
They  are  heathen  in  a  Christian  land.  The  sweet 
charities  of  life  they  never  taste.  They  lose  all  the 
benefits  of  an  enlightened  conscience,  and  of  sancti- 
fied and  well  directed  sympathies.  They  generally 
live  devoted  to  Mammon,  or  Bacchus,  or  Mars,  or 
some  other  heathen  deity ;  and  die  without  hope,  "  as 
the  fool  dieth,"  "  as  the  beasts  that  perish  !" 

2.  I  remark  again,  as  repentance,  as  well  as  faith,  is 
a  condition  of  salvation,  or  rather  is  always  connected 
with  genuine  Christain  faith,  we  may  see  the  bene- 
fit of  preaching,  and  its  adaptation  to  the  purpose  of 
bringing  men  to  this  indispensable  condition  of  sal- 
vation. 

Men,  as  we  said  before,  are  rational  beings;  and 
must  therefore,  have  the  truth,  with  its  appropriate 
evidences,  fairly  placed  before  their  minds,  in  order  to 
produce  conviction,  and  establish  them  in  "  the  faith." 
But  I  now  subjoin,  that  they  possess  moral,  as  well  as 
intellectual  powers.  They  are  susceptible  of  emotion, 
as  well  as  conviction.  They  have  hearts  and  con- 
sciences, as  well  as  reason  and  understanding.  They 
need,  therefore,  to  have  the  truth  presented,  in  such  a 
manner,  as  to  lead  them  to  feel  its  power,  as  well  as 
to  see  its  evidence  and  light.  To  secure  this  end  it 
must  be  presented  forcibly,  tenderly,  with  a  holy  unc- 
tion, in  circumstances  calculated  to  awaken  all  the 
sympathies  of  the  soul,  strip  the  covering  from  the 
conscience,  and  open  the  heart  to  receive  it  "  in  love." 

To  secure  this  end,  I  add,  that  preaching,  which  im- 
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plies  verbal  communication,  the  use  of  the  voice  and 
the  eye,  the  glowing  countenance,  with  all  the  illustra- 
tive and  enforcing  gestures  of  strong  emotion,  is  pecu- 
liarly adapted ;  because  it  is  evidently  calculated  to 
make  a  deep  and  enduring  impression.  Especially, 
is  this  true,  when  this  dispensation  of  the  word  is  made 
in  the  great  congregation,  assembled  in  the  house  of 
God,  on  the  holy  Sabbath. 

There  is  something  in  the  human  voice,  attended 
with  the  expressive  eye,  and  significant  gestures,  in- 
volved in  true  and  sacred  eloquence,  which  is  calcu- 
lated to  touch  the  heart  of  the  hearer,  and  deeply  im- 
press him  with  the  importance  of  the  truth  uttered. 
There  is  something,  too,  in  the  relation  between  a  faith- 
ful pastor,  or  stated  minister,  and  the  people  of  his 
charge,  which  greatly  adds  to  this  impressive  power. 
Besides  all  these  considerations,  it  should  be  remem- 
bered, that  men  are  social  beings,  possessing  mutual 
sympathies,  and  capable  of  being  moved,  impressed, 
and  even  excited  by  the  very  presence,  and  animated 
looks,  of  a  great  and  solemn  assembly. 

But  above  all,  we  must  not  forget,  that  the  whole 
efficacy  and  saving  effect  of  the  gospel  depends  on 
the  attending  operations  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  So  true 
is  this  remark,  that  without  these  operations,  the  word 
of  God  is  "  a  dead  letter ;"  and  the  clearest  manifesta- 
tion of  the  truth,  will  be  "  a  savor  of  death  unto  death." 
Yes ;  '  Paul  may  plant,  and  Apoilos  water ;  but  God 
alone  giveth  the  increase.'  Hence  the  indispensable 
importance  of  prayer,  in  connection  with  the  presenta- 
tion of  divine  truth  to  the  human  mind ;  and  hence 
the  high  importance  of  "  preaching  the  word,"  in  the 
assemblies  of  the  saints,  in  the  house  of  God,  on  the 
holy  Sabbath,  where  prayer  is  wont  to  be  made,  where 
Christ  has   promised  to  meet  his  assembled  people, 
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where  the  Holy  Spirit  is  sent,  in  answer  to  the  united 
and  fervent  supplications  of  those,  "  who  keep  holy 
time,"  "who  meet  with  one  accord"  and  "agree  as 
touching  the  thing,  which  they  ask  of  their  heavenly 
Father ;"  where  the  combined  agencies  of  the  Word 
and  Spirit  are  brought,  at  once,  to  bear  on  the  under- 
standing and  conscience  and  heart  of  the  sinner  ;  and 
he  is  made  to  feel  all  the  good  influences  of  this  world, 
in  connection  with  "the  powers  of  the  world  to 
come." 

Thus  I  have  endeavored  to  suggest  such  considera- 
tions, as  seem  calculated,  to  illustrate  and  vindicate 
the  doctrine  of  our  text.  Others,  perhaps,  might  be 
named ;  and  still  we  should  be  unable  to  lay  open 
the  deep  counsels  of  Heaven,  and  assign  all  the 
reasons,  why  God,  in  his  wisdom,  was  "  pleased"  to 
make  this  arrangement  of  mercy ;  to  establish  this 
connection  between  means  so  simple  and  an  end  so 
glorious ;  to  ordain,  that  by  "  the  foolishness  of  preach- 
ing, he  would  save  them,  that  believe." 

But  enough,  it  seems  to  me,  has  been  said,  to  satisfy 
every  humble  inquirer  after  truth;  and  everything, 
beyond  this,  would  be  useless  speculation,  or  impious 
presumption.  How  vain  would  it  be,  for  us  to  inquire, 
whether  God  could  have  formed  some  other  plan  of 
redemption,  and  appointed  some  other  means  of  grace 
and  instruments  of  salvation!  How  useless,  if  not 
presumptuous,  for  us  to  ask,  whether  God  could  have 
saved  men,  without  an  atonement,  without  their  own 
free  agency,  without  the  voluntary  exercise  of  faith 
and  repentance ;  in  their  sins  ;  in  a  state  of  continued 
rebellion  ?  How  absurd  and  impious,  to  object  to  the 
plan  of  salvation,  because  the  means  are  so  simple ; 
because  we  cannot  see,  why  some  other  method  was 
not  adopted,  to  bring  men  to  the  exercise  of  faith  and 
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repentance,  and  thus  to  reconcile  them  to  God ;  be- 
cause we  have  this  treasure  in  earthen  vessels ;"  and 
"  men  of  like  passions  with  other  men,"  are  chosen  to 
communicate  the  message  of  grace  and  mercy  to  their 
fellow-men ;  instead  of  angels,  literally  "  flying  through 
the  midst  of  heaven,"  and  sounding  aloud  the  trump 
of  the  gospel ! 

Enough  has  been  said,  I  hope  to  satisfy  all,  who 
wish  to  know  and  obey  the  will  of  God ;  and  to  fur- 
nish matter  of  high  importance  for  practical  remarks 
and  personal  application.  To  a  few  such  remarks,  let 
me,  in  closing  the  discourse,  ask  your  serious  and  self- 
applying  attention. 

I  remark,  in  the  first  place,  that  we  may  learn,  from 
our  subject,  the  importance  of  a  thoroughly  educa- 
ted ministry.  However  indispensable,  in  a  minister 
of  the  gospel,  we  may  consider  natural  gifts  and  Chris- 
tian graces,  they  do  not  supersede  the  necessity  of 
study  and  mental  discipline.  If  the  objects  of  faith 
must  be  fully  and  clearly  set  before  the  minds  of  be- 
lievers ;  if  the  preaching  of  the  gospel  implies  a  pre- 
sentation of  the  truth  to  the  understanding,  in  a  lucid 
and  connected  manner,  with  its  appropriate  evidence, 
then  surely,  the  well  qualified  preacher  must  be  either 
an  inspired  man,  or  a  man  of  learning.  And  since 
the  days  of  inspiration  are  passed,  and  the  records  of 
inspiration  completed,  it  follows,  that  those,  who  are 
called  to  interpret  the  Scriptures,  and  to  defend,  illus- 
trate and  enforce  their  important  and  various  instruc- 
tions, should  be  men  of  disciplined  minds,  compre- 
hensive knowledge  and  studious  habits.  They  should 
be  thoroughly  educated,  "  scribes  well  instructed  unto 
the  kingdom  of  heaven,"  able  to  "  bring  out  of  their 
treasure  things  new  and  old."  They  should  be  able  to 
read  the  sacred  Scriptures  in  the  languages  in  which 
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they  were  originally  written.  They  should  be  able 
to  illustrate  the  doctrines  and  enforce  the  duties  of 
Christianity,  by  a  knowledge  of  human  nature  and  a 
thorough  acquaintance  with  the  history  of  the  human 
race.  They  should  possess,  and  be  able  to  apply  to 
the  explanation  of  the  Scriptures,  such  literature  and 
science,  as  the  best  education  of  their  age  and  coun- 
try can  furnish.  They  should  be  qualified  to  trace 
"  the  analogy  of  religion  to  the  course  of  nature ;"  and 
thus  be  prepared  to  meet  the  learned  infidel  and  the 
ignorant  gainsay er ;  removing  the  objections  of  the 
one,  and  silencing  the  scoffings  and  presumption  of 
the  other.  And  all  this  they  should  be  able  to  do  in 
the  most  attractive  manner ;  seeking  out  acceptable 
words ;  and  giving  no  unnecessary  offence  to  Greek  or 
to  Barbarian,  to  the  learned  or  to  the  unlearned ;  but 
commending  the  truth,  in  the  sight  of  God,  to  every 
man ;  however  cultivated  his  understanding,  however 
enlightened  his  conscience,  however  pure  and  ele- 
vated his  taste. 

But  I  remark,  secondly,  that  our  subject  shows  us, 
likewise,  the  paramount  importance  of  a  pious  minis- 
try. If,  in  order  to  produce  a  rational  and  stable  faith, 
the  gospel  must  be  preached  in  its  full  extent,  with 
perspicuity  and  in  due  proportion  ;  it  is  no  less  neces- 
sary, that  "  the  truth  should  be  spoken  in  love,"  with 
feeling,  from  the  heart,  under  the  influences  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  in  order  to  make  a  deep  and  lasting  im- 
pression on  the  hearts  and  consciences  of  sinners ; 
and  thus  lead  them  to  evangelical  repentance  and  holy 
obedience.  An  unconverted  minister,  whether  learned 
or  unlearned,  will  not,  and  cannot,  preach  the  gospel, 
with  that  "  unction  from  the  Holy  One,"  that  "  demon- 
stration of  the   Spirit,"  that  tenderness,  perseverance 
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and  spiritual  energy,  without  which  it  has  no  power 
to  convert  and  sanctify  the  soul. 

Oh,  how  many  careless  sinners  have  been  soothed 
in  their  sins,  and  left  to  perish  in  unbelief,  through  the 
influence  of  "  philosophy  and  vain  deceit,  after  the  ru- 
diments of  the  world,  and  not  after  Christ ;"  "  through 
science,  falsely  so  called,"  substituted  for  the  gospel, 
and  taught  by  men  of  unrenewed  hearts  and  unsano 
tified  minds  !  An  unlearned  and  ignorant  ministry  is 
sufficiently  pernicious  in  its  influence  upon  the  cha- 
racter of  a  community,  even  with  something  of  truth 
and  piety  to  modify  it.  But  much  worse  is  the  influ- 
ence of  an  unsanctified  ministry,  though  connected 
with  learning  and  worldly  wisdom.  In  both  cases, 
however,  the  sacred  proverb  will  be  found  true  :  "  Like 
people,  like  priest."  They  will  mutually  influence  each 
other ;  and  either  sink  into  a  state  of  bigotry  and  fa- 
naticism, or  wander  into  regions  of  scepticism  and  in- 
fidelity. 

I  remark,  thirdly,  that  from  the  view  taken  of  our 
subject,  we  may  discover,  moreover,  the  importance  of 
a  stated,  permanent  ministry.  If  much  of  the  efficacy 
of  preaching  depends  on  the  mutual  affection  and  con- 
fidence, between  a  preacher  and  his  hearers,  growing- 
out  of  the  pastoral  relation ;  then,  the  more  intimate 
and  permanent  this  relation  becomes,  the  better  both  for 
minister  and  people ;  the  greater  the  influence  a  pious 
and  thoroughly  educated  minister  may  exert  in  the 
cause  of  Christ.  Besides,  permanency  of  residence 
affords  opportunity  for  study  and  intellectual  improve- 
ment, which  cannot  be  enjoyed  by  a  minister  of  a  rov- 
ing disposition  and  wandering  habits.  In  order,  like 
a  good  householder,  to  bring  out  of  his  treasure, 
"things  new  and  old,"  a  minister  must  be  continually 
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gathering  in,  and  laying  up  in  store.  But,  how  can 
this  be  done,  without  a  fixed  place  of  residence? 
How  can  he  give  himself  to  "  reading,  meditation  and 
prayer,"  without  books  to  read  and  consult,  without  a 
home,  a  closet  and  a  study. 

It  is  true,  short  settlements  in  the  ministry,  such  as 
are  prescribed  by  some  ecclesiastical  organizations, 
and  encouraged  and  sanctioned  by  others,  seem  to 
possess  some  advantages ;  but  they  are  evidently  con- 
nected with  greater  disadvantages,  both  to  ministers 
and  people ;    producing  in  the  former  barrenness  of 
mind  and  instability  of  character,  and  in  the  latter, 
"  itching  ears,"  idle  curiosity,  and  ultimately  divisions, 
disputings  and  often  pernicious  heresies. '  It  is  true, 
we  likewise  admit,  that  even  itinerant  preaching  may 
produce  temporary  good  effects ;  and  in  some  cases,  it 
seems  necessary  to  prepare  the  way  for  the  settlement 
of  ministers  and  the  permanent  influence  of  stated 
preaching.     Evangelists,  therefore,  should  be  occasion- 
ally sent  forth,  to  "  stir  up  the  brethren,"  and  gather 
churches  in  the  waste  places  of  Zion,  and  in  heathen 
lands.     But  when  this  is  done ;  when  converts  are 
made  and  gathered  into  churches,  a  permanent  minis- 
try must  be  secured,  or  all  the  labors  of  evangelists 
and  itinerant  preachers  will  soon  be  lost.    Indeed,  such 
occasional  preaching  and  superficial  lecturing,  as  it  is 
often  conducted  among  us,  by  incompetent  and  some- 
times unprincipled  men,  seems  rather  calculated  to 
pull  down  and  destroy  religious  institutions,  than  to 
build  them  up,  and  secure  permanent  salutary  effects. 
And  where  there  is  not  already  an  established  minis- 
try, or  where  it  does  not  soon  follow,  such  excitements 
and  even  apparent  reformations,  as  are  produced  by 
the  best  itinerant  preaching  and  occasional  lecturing, 
are  always  ephemeral,  evanescent,  and  of  little  value 
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to  the  cause  of  pure  religion,  and  to  the  peace,  order 
and  happiness  of  society. 

Notwithstanding  the  admissions  which  we  have 
made,  therefore,  the  proposition  still  remains  true,  that 
the  ministry  even  of  the  most  learned  and  pious  man, 
to  answer  the  purpose  of  its  appointment,  in  the  high- 
est degree,  must  be  a  stated,  permanent  ministry.  It 
was  evidently  designed,  "  in  the  wisdom  of  God,"  that 
this  should  be  the  condition  of  the  gospel  ministry, 
wherever  converts  should  be  made  and  churches  es- 
tablished. Hence  the  apostle  Paul  directs  Timothy  to 
ordain  elders,  or  stated  ministers,  pastors  and  teachers, 
in  every  place.  And  experience,  in  every  age  and  in 
every  country,  where  the  experiment  has  been  made, 
has  shown  the  wisdom  of  this  arrangement. 

Hence,  I  remark  fourthly,  our  subject  shows  us  the 
momentous  responsibilities,  which  rest  upon  the  des- 
ignated ministers  of  the  gospel.  They  are  under  ob- 
ligation to  seek  the  requisite  qualifications  for  the 
work,  before  they  presume  to  enter  upon  it.  They 
must,  indeed,  be  "  called  of  God,  as  was  Aaron."  But, 
if  any  are  thus  called  to  preach  the  gospel ;  they  are 
called  likewise,  to  prepare  to  preach,  with  ability  and 
faithfulness  ;  bringing  "  beaten  oil  into  the  sanctuary ;" 
"rightly  dividing  the  word  of  truth,  and  giving  to 
every  one  a  portion  in  due  season." 

To  this  end  they  are  bound  to  obtain  the  best  and 
most  finished  education,  both  literary  and  theological, 
within  their  reach.  With  the  same  view,  they  must, 
and  if  they  are  faithful  to  their  Master,  they  will  con- 
tinue to  study  through  the  whole  course  of  their  min- 
istry, "giving  themselves  to  reading,  meditation  and 
prayer."  And  for  this  purpose,  that  they  may  give 
themselves  wholly  to  the  work,  and  become  work- 
men, that  need  not  be  ashamed,  they  are  under  obli- 
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gation  to  keep  themselves,  as  free  as  possible,  from 
the  cares  and  perplexities  of  the  world.  They  should 
have  no  other  business,  but  the  work  of  the  ministry. 
Political  discussions,  and  party  animosities,  they  should 
avoid.  They  should  "  know  no  man  after  the  flesh." 
They  should  resolve  to  know  nothing,  and  make 
known  nothing,  among  their  people,  but  Christ  Jesus, 
and  him  crucified.  They  should  never  forget,  for  a 
moment,  that  their  great  business  is  to  "  win  souls  to 
Christ,"  and  to  edify  his  people  and  train  them  for  the 
service  and  enjoyment  of  God  forever.  How  great, 
then,  are  the  responsibilities,  which  press  upon  those, 
who  are  called  to  the  work  of  the  ministry ;  and  how 
much  do  they  need  the  prayers  and  sympathies  of  the 
friends  of  the  Redeemer,  as  well  as  the  arm  of  Al- 
mighty grace,  to  sustain  them  ! 

Hence  I  remark,  fifthly  and  finally,  our  subject 
shows  us,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  all  Christians  to  organ- 
ize themselves  into  Christian  societies,  or  join  them- 
selves to  some  organized  church  of  Christ,  where  they 
dwell ;  and  thus  united,  to  provide  for  the  able,  faith- 
ful and  stated  preaching  of  the  gospel.  Their  own 
edification  demands  this  of  them ;  for  all  who  are 
saved,  must  be  sanctified  through  the  truth,  as  well  as 
born  again  by  the  incorruptible  seed  of  the  word. 
Their  children  claim  this  at  their  hands ;  for  if  they 
are  to  be  saved,  they  must  be  saved  by  the  appointed 
instrumentality  of  a  preached  gospel,  and  thus  trained 
up  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord.  They 
are  bound  to  do  this,  likewise,  for  the  benefit  of  their 
friends  and  neighbors  and  the  community  around 
them,  that  the  careless  and  improvident  may  be  fur- 
nished with  the  means  of  grace  and  salvation.  For 
the  spirit  of  the  gospel  is  a  missionary  spirit,  a  diffu- 
sive spirit,  a  benevolent  spirit ;  freely  giving,  as  it  has 
freely  received. 
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Our  subject,  my  brethren  in  the  ministry,  is  full  of 
interest  to  us ;  so,  indeed,  it  is  to  every  individual  in 
this  assembly.  And  I  might  without  impropriety,  pro- 
ceed to  make  the  application,  as  broad  as  the  subject. 
But  I  have  only  time  for  a  few  words  of  exhortation 
and  congratulation,  addressed  to  the  candidate  for  or- 
dination ;  and  to  the  church  and  society  to  whom  he 
is  sent  to  preach  the  gospel,  and  over  whom  he  is  now 
to  be  placed  as  a  Pastor  and  Teacher. 

My  beloved  Son. — You  have,  I  doubt  not,  looked  for- 
ward to  this  day  and  to  these  solemnities  with  much 
solicitude,  and  a  serious  apprehension  of  the  weight  of 
responsibility,  which  was  about  to  come  upon  you. 
I  too,  have   looked   forward,  in  deep  sympathy  with 
you.     Standing  in  the  endearing  relation  which  I  hold 
to  you;  and  having  tasted  the  cup,  which  is  now 
given  you  to  drink,  I  know  how  to  feel  for  you.    I  can, 
indeed,  enter  into  all  the  feelings,  which  I  suppose 
agitate  your  bosom ;  for  I  have  to-day,  a  vivid  recol- 
lection of  my  own  solicitude  and  apprehensions,  when 
more  than  forty  years  ago,  I  was  placed  in  a  position, 
similar  to  that  in  which  you  now  stand.     In  view  of 
the  subject  of  this  discourse,  you  may,  indeed,  feel  a 
deep   solicitude.     For  the  responsibility,  which  you 
are  assuming,  as  the  subject   discussed  most  clearly 
shows,  is  one  of  great  weight  and  deep  interest.     But 
from  long  and  happy  experience,  I  can  assure  you, 
that  you  need  not  fear.     The  work  which  you  have 
chosen,  though  great   and  arduous,  is  a  good  work. 
And  the  Master,  whom  you  serve  is  a  good  Master ; 
faithful  to  his  promises,  and  plenteous  in  his  mercy  and 
grace.     If,  while  you  utter  the  solemn  ordination- vows, 
and  while  the  hands  of  the  Presbytery  are  upon  you, 
you  can  take  hold  of  the  arm  of  Almighty  strength, 
and  seize  the  gracious  promise,  which  comes  annexed 
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to  your  high  commission,  you  need  not  fear,  for  you 
may  rest  assured,  that  the  promised  grace  will  be 
sufficient  for  you. 

With  what  of  talents  is  given  you ;  with  what  of 
preparation  you  have  been  able,  by  a  long  course  of 
study  to  make,  and  with  what  of  grace  is  promised, 
and  is  ready  to  be  bestowed  upon  you,  you  may  take 
the  vow,  assume  the  office,  and  go  forth  to  the  work 
of  the  ministry,  with  alacrity  and  hope  of  success. 
Be  faithful,  and  you  will  be  happy  in  your  work. 
Be  faithful  unto  death,  and  you  shall  receive  a  crown 
of  life.  Preach  the  word,  the  gospel,  the  preaching, 
by  which  it  pleases  God  to  save  them  that  believe. 
As  a  good  shepherd  feed  the  sheep  of  the  flock  of 
Christ ;  leading  them  into  green  pastures  and  by  still 
waters.  Feed,  too,  the  lambs  of  the  flock ;  watching 
over  them  by  day  and  by  night ;  guarding  them 
against  the  ravages  of  the  devouring  wolf;  and  gath- 
ering them  with  care  into  the  fold  of  the  Great  Shep- 
herd and  Bishop  of  souls.  And,  then,  when  he  shall 
appear,  you  also  shall  appear  with  him  in  glory. 

"  My  son,  if  thy  heart  be  wise,  my  heart  shall  rejoice, 
even  mine  ;  yea  my  reins  shall  rejoice,  when  thy  lips 
speak  right  things."  But  I  must  not  anticipate  the 
solemn  charge,  that  awaits  you.  I  will,  therefore,  on- 
ly add  my  paternal  benediction,  and  ardent  prayer, 
that  you  may  be  "  a  good  minister  of  Jesus  Christ f 
have  a  long  and  prosperous  and  happy  ministry  among 
this  people ;  and  in  due  time,  long  after  I  shall  have 
finished  the  work  given  me  to  do,  and  have  slept  with 
our  fathers — may  you  follow,  in  peace,  all  who  through 
faith  and  patience  have  gone  to  inherit  the  promises. 

To  the  church,  and  society  connected  with  it,  who 
are  about  to  receive  another  pastor,  sent,  we  hope,  by 
the  Great  Head  of  the  church,  I  have  only  to  say,  re- 
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ceive  him,  brethren  and  friends,  in  love,  and  as  an  as- 
cension-gift of  the  glorified  Redeemer.  You  will  find 
him,  I  trust,  a  faithful  and  an  affectionate  pastor.  But 
he  is  yet  a  young  man ;  and  you  must  not  expect  to 
find  in  him,  at  once,  the  experience  and  maturity  of 
age.  He  is,  too,  as  you  know,  "  a  man  of  like  passions 
with  other  men."  He  will,  therefore,  need  your  can- 
dor, your  prayers,  your  kindest  sympathies.  Let  him 
expect  them  ;  and  let  him  not  be  disappointed.  You 
have  seen,  how  great  are  his  responsibilities  ;  and  you 
have  seen  too,  how  intimately  your  own  spiritual  good, 
and  that  of  your  children  and  the  community  about 
you,  are  connected  with  his  work,  and  the  gospel 
which  he  is  called  to  preach.  O,  hinder  him  not !  Let 
him  not  be  discouraged  by  coldness,  inattention  and 
indifference,  on  your  part.  But  help  him  by  your 
prayers.  Encourage  him  by  your  kindness.  Stay  up 
his  hands  when  they  are  raised  in  prayer  to  God ;  and 
strengthen  his  feeble  knees,  when  he  is  weary  and 
ready  to  falter  in  the  race. 

But  as  I  said  to  him,  I  must  not  anticipate  the  sol- 
emn charge  that  awaits  you.  May  the  Great  Head  of 
the  church  smile  upon  you  and  bless  you.  May  the 
relation,  which  is  about  to  be  established  between  you 
and  your  chosen  pastor,  be  a  blessing,  a  lasting  bless- 
ing to  you  and  your  children.  May  you  and  he  walk 
together  in  peace  and  love ;  and  finally  dwell  together 
in  the  church  triumphant. 

And  may  we  all,  my  hearers,  so  apply  the  subject 
of  this  discourse  ;  and  so  regard  the  lessons,  which  it 
teaches,  as  to  become  eternally  interested  in  the  salva- 
tion, which  it  involves ;  and  prepared  to  meet  the  re- 
deemed out  of  every  nation,  and  participate  with  them 
in  the  everlasting  service  and  enjoyment  of  our  God 
and  Redeemer. — Amen. 


